
BOARD OF SELECTMEN HYBRID MEETING 

Wednesday August 11, 2021 – 6:00 PM 

Richmond Town Hall – 1529 State Road, Richmond, MA 01254 

 

PRESENT: Neal Pilson, Chair (in person); Alan Hanson, Selectman (in person); Roger Manzolini, 

Selectman (in person); Danielle Fillio, Town Administrator (in person); 

GUESTS: Tom Grizey, Sewer Super.(in person); Dick Stover (in person); Holly Stover; Ron 

Veillette, Con.Com.; Alison Cole; Christian Hanson, Balderdash; Leslie Breeding 

Neal opened the meeting at 6:02 PM. As Roger Manzolini was delayed, some administrative 

issues were dealt with out of order of their position on the agenda: 

Approval of Minutes of July 28, 2021: There being no questions or corrections, Neal moved 

that the Minutes be approved as read. He was seconded by Al and the motion adopted by 

unanimous consent. 

Application for a One-Day Alcohol License – Camp Russell Sherriff’s Picnic: The date for the 

license is Sunday September 12, 2021 from 1:00 to 5:00 PM. This is an annual event that has 

never generated any complaint or opposition. Al moved that the one-day alcohol license be 

approved. Neal seconded the motion, which was passed by unanimous vote. 

0 East Road Property: This low-value property was offered at auction recently and was not 

purchased. The Board needs to designate 0 East Road as town property that is available for sale 

at auction. Neal moved to create that designation. Al seconded the motion, which was adopted 

by unanimous vote: Pilson, aye; Hanson, aye. 

At this point, Roger joined the meeting. 

Chapter 90 Project Request Paperwork: Danielle introduced the paperwork required for the 

two Swamp Road projects: microsurfacing of Swamp Road and milling of portions of Swamp 

Road, which were planned for this year. The projects need approval by the State for Chapter 90 

funding. Danielle asked the Board to authorize Peter Beckwith, the Highway Superintendent, to 

proceed with submission of the paperwork. Roger moved to authorize Pete as stated above. He 

was seconded by Al and the motion was carried by unanimous roll-call vote: Pilson, aye, 

Manzolini, aye, Hanson, aye. 

Al moved to open the Public Hearing on the Balderdash Farm Distillery Pouring Permit 

Application, which was continued from July 28, 2021. Roger seconded the motion, which was 

adopted by unanimous roll-call vote: Pilson, aye, Manzolini, aye, Hanson, aye. 

Neal reported that he had been advised that the attorney for Balderdash was injured and 

unable to attend this meeting, which is a reason to continue the meeting. Also, Neal had been 



advised within this past week by Town Counsel that there was a question as to whether 

distilling spirits might be considered processing as a light industrial use which is precluded in 

areas zoned for residential use. She suggested that the Board advise the applicant of that and 

continue the hearing to provide adequate time for him to respond. 

Neal moved to continue the hearing on the Balderdash Farmer Distillery Pouring Permit 

Application to Thursday, September 9, 2021 at 6:00 PM. Roger seconded the motion, which 

passed with a unanimous roll-call vote: Pilson, aye, Manzolini, aye, Hanson, aye.  

Discussion and Vote to Hold a Special Town Meeting: There are two items requiring the 

approval of a Town Meeting: (1) The Highway Department is stretched thin with the loss of two 

out of four staff members to attend to the extensive damage from recent heavy storms. The 

Special Town Meeting would be held to obtain voter authorization to raise and appropriate 

funds to handle the unusual emergency workload and to provide for necessary repair work. The 

proposition will be available for review at the time of the meeting. 

(2) There is a technical error on the ballot at the Town Meeting  to authorize borrowing for the 

new Town Hall/Library. The vote will stand, but a simple change of language will make it easier 

to move forward. 

Roger moved that a Special Town Meeting be held on Wednesday September 15th at the 

Richmond School parking lot at 5:00 PM. The motion was seconded by Neal and adopted with a 

unanimous roll-call vote: Pilson, aye, Manzolini, aye, Hanson, aye.  

In response to a question from the floor, Neal explained that the outdoor venue for the Special 

Town Meeting was in response to an increase in COVID-19 cases in Berkshire County, which is 

anticipated to continue and that access via Zoom was not allowed for a Town Meeting, which 

by law must be in person. Articles for the Meeting will be available to the public by August 26th. 

The Board was advised at that point that September 15th was a religious holiday and that 

September 14th was the meeting date for the Conservation Commission. Therefore, it was 

decided to strike the previous motion to set a new date with a new motion. Roger moved that 

the Special Town Meeting be held on Monday September 13th at 5:00 PM at the Richmond 

School parking lot. He was seconded by Roger and the motion passed with a unanimous roll-call 

vote: Pilson, aye, Manzolini, aye, Hanson, aye.  

Discussion Whether to Return Board of Selectmen Meetings to Full Remote or Continue with 

Hybrid Meetings: Neal suggested that, in the face of increasing numbers of COVID-19 cases in 

Berkshire County, and an increasing use of masking in public places, that the Board either 

revert to full Zoom meetings, or continue with hybrid meetings but ask the public attending in 

person to wear masks. A discussion ensued that resulted in a decision to continue with hybrid 

meetings and masks for in-person visitors. The Board will be unable to use masks as that would 

greatly interfere with their being able to be heard and understood, particularly with regards to 

recordings. Several people in attendance voiced their agreement with the decision. 



PUBLIC COMMENT: 

Holly Stover voiced her frustration with attempting to access the meeting via Zoom through the 

posted agenda. She asked to be advised of the issues that had been dealt with before she was 

able to come on. Neal advised Holly that the clickable link on the agenda works for others and 

offered to help Holly learn how to navigate the system.  

Dick Stover spoke to the issue of Balderdash Cellars who, in his opinion, has been in violation of 

the Town’s Zoning Laws from the beginning. He believes they are a manufacturer doing 

business in a residential area. This occasioned considerable discussion of what is allowable 

under the Farm Function laws. Roger felt that a legal opinion from the Town Counsel was 

needed. Neal felt that Balderdash was in full compliance with the terms of the Special Permit 

that was awarded to them and that there was no need to reopen that discussion. When that 

Special Permit expires, the Board will re-examine. 

Sewer Matters:  Tom had no issues to bring before the Board. 

Sewer Betterment Information Meeting: A meeting will be held on Wednesday August 25th at 

4:00 PM at Town Hall. Neal noted that there would likely be 20-30 people in attendance and he 

strongly recommended that masking be mandated. Zoom access will also be available. 

Dick Stover suggested that, in view of the date of the Sewer Betterment Information Meeting, 

the meeting between the Board, the Church and their respective attorneys be changed. Neal 

will discuss a new date with Dick after this meeting. 

Neal asked that masking requirements for anyone entering Town Hall be posted on the door 

and that employees at Town Hall mask whenever they are in direct contact with members of 

the public. Danielle will have an appropriate sign made and posted. 

Selectmen’s Matters: Roger said that there are requirements in the sewer system documents 

for reports to be included at Town Meetings. These have historically not been done and Roger 

would like to have someone named to be responsible for supplying those reports. He also 

noted that there are other reports mentioned in the Town’s bylaws that have not been 

generated. He would like to have someone review all Town Bylaws to find those instances 

where reports are required but have not been  produced. Roger commented that other 

mistakes have been made and we need to review Town Hall procedures. 

Alan asked whether a court date had been set for the Richmond Shores vs Richmond Town and 

Balderdash in Berkshire Superior Court. Neal advised that a motion for disclosure had been 

generated and that a request by the litigants for a temporary restraining order to shut down 

Balderdash was in front of the court, but that no court date had been set that the Board knows 

of.  

Leslie Breeding talked about the turtles in the Richmond Pond area and asked the Con. Com. 

about their habitat. She hoped that mowing on Town Beach Road between the back gate and 



Richmond Shores and the chain link fence could be discontinued. She had observed that places 

where, in the spring, several visible nesting sites had been discovered, had since been flattened. 

Roger asked Danielle to direct Peter Beckwith, to halt mowing on the Pond side of Town Beach 

until the end of October and advised that people watch for turtles in that area now. “Watch for 

Turtles” signs are on back-order and will be posted in appropriate places once they are 

received.  

Updates from the Town Administrator: Danielle reported that Town Hall will be switching its 

phone system and it’s I.T. support vendor next week. She did not anticipate any disruption in 

service during the transition.  

FEMA informed Danielle yesterday about the extra information they will need by Monday at 

1:00 PM, when they will do a site visits of the roads in question. The extensive list of 

requirements makes it unlikely to be able to complete it all by Monday, so Danielle has chosen 

only the worst examples to be done and Pete and Steve Traver will work on getting that 

information together. She has also been advised that gravel roads will most likely not be 

approved for funding under any circumstances. Neal has contacted Rep. Smitty Pignatelli and 

Senator Hines to advise that half of the roads in Richmond are gravel and the State needs to 

recognize them as important and eligible for funding. Neal remarked that Richmond has limited 

resources to address the consequences of the recent flooding and that small-town living means 

it’s difficult to fund resources to deal with unexpected problems. 

Danielle said that work is going forward on storm clean up and she is working with Engineers on 

a Notice of Intent for the culvert on Swamp Road, for clean out of silting in a stream on Dublin 

and possible dredging of the swamp across the road that is silted in. On 79 View Drive work is 

being done on an RDA in order to get permission to remove debris that is already in stream 

beds against future significant rain. 

There being no further business before the Board, Neal moved that the meeting be adjourned. 

He was seconded by Al  and the motion passed with a unanimous roll-call vote: Pilson, aye, 

Manzolini, aye, Hanson, aye.  

The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 PM 

 

Signed: 

 

 

____________________________________ 

Neal Pilson, Chair 



 


